Regular Meeting, Monday, October 24, 2005, continued...


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, October 24, 2005
CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish. Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Randy Shefelbine and Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: Norman Oseth, Kermit McRae, Peter Gengler, Joe Rud, Kyle Skov, Gary Becker, Nick Gengler, Mike Felten, Matt and Jena Ginther and Jane Palen, reporter.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Mayor Morey, to approve items A, C and D on the Consent Agenda, listed below. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
A.
MINUTES OF PAST MEETINGS: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Monday, October 10, 2005, as presented.

C.
MRWA SEMINAR: To authorize Tony Klug, Water / Waste Water Supervisor, to attend a Minnesota Rural Water Association Seminar on November 9, 2005, at St. Cloud for a registration fee of $75.00 and one night stay in a motel with reimbursement of mileage and meal expenses.

D.
GOV OFFICE SEMINAR: To authorize Jessica Kruse to attend a Gov Office Seminar for updating the city webpage to be held at Rochester on December 1, 2005.  There are no fees for this seminar.

VISITORS AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
PUBLIC HEARING – RG&G ADDITION: At this time, Mayor Morey recessed the Regular Meeting to conduct a Public Hearing on the final plat of the RG&G Addition and consider re-zoning the platted area from agricultural to industrial use.  This platting process is continuing from review of the preliminary plat on September 19 and September 26.  The current illustration was briefly examined by the Council and explained by Kyle Skov, P.E., Massy Land Surveying and Engineering Company.  Kermit McRae, Caledonia Township Supervisor, presented a letter itemizing the issues endorsed by Caledonia Township at the previous meeting held September 19.  Among stated concerns were none interference to the residential atmosphere of Green Acres Residents and assurance that storm water runoff from this proposed development would not negatively impact the capacity of downstream storm water culverts in the Green Acres area.  The letter also pointed out that, were platting to be done on the tract of land south of the City limit line, procedures would have to be conducted according to the Caledonia Township and Houston County Subdivision regulations.  Regarding the storm water runoff analysis, Mr. Skov reported that a pond was being constructed which would control the rate of runoff to a far lesser rate than prior to development.  The volume of runoff, however, would be increased because of the proposed impervious surfacing on the two lots proposed for development.  There was extensive discussion concerning the area line between lots 2 and 3 and the north boundary line of Green Acres Subdivision with regard to preserving the residential atmosphere of the Green Acres Subdivision.  Supervisor McRae strongly recommended that the Council require the now agricultural area to be re-zoned Residential to assure that the intent of the Council was clearly understood when future development may occur in that area.  Discussion was also held of other screening devices such as a strip of trees which might be planted between the Green Acres Subdivision and any active land uses in the proposed development area.  When there was no further new issues brought to the Council’s attention, Mayor Morey closed the Public Hearing at 8:05 p.m. and resumed the Regular Meeting.  Mayor Morey informed the developers and their engineer that the City Of Caledonia wanted to know the interpretation of the storm water drainage analysis as understood by Davy Engineering, the City’s consulting engineer.  Further, that a 40’ wide easement must be granted the City through the entire tract from north to south boundary line, touching the north boundary line of Green Acres Subdivision.  This 40’ strip would be adjacent to the east boundary line of the RG&G Property.  Following further discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Morey, seconded by Member Fisch, to approve the RG&G Plat contingent upon accomplishment of a 40’ wide easement along the east boundary line of the RG&G property down to and connecting with the north boundary line of the Green Acres Subdivision; concurrence with the storm water analysis by Davy Engineering; recognition that future development would consideration to an adequate buffer zone between this industrial usage and the Green Acres Subdivision residential usage; and further development and platting which would involve the tract of land south of the City limits line would comply with the Caledonia Township and Houston County Subdivision Regulations.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.   Thereafter a motion was made by Mayor Morey, seconded by Member Standish, to re-zone lots 2 and 3, Block 1, of the RG&G Addition from Agricultural to limited Industrial as defined and described by the City Zoning Ordinance.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
B.
APPOINTMENT OF PART TIME POLICE OFFICERS: Police Chief Randy Shefelbine reviewed his recommendation to hire Jessica Lewis and Chad Heuser as Part-Time Police Officers for the City Of Caledonia.  He commented, that although there are several part-time police officers on a roster for Caledonia, those officers primarily serve as full-time employees of the Houston County Sheriff’s Office or Minnesota Highway Patrol and are often not available when the City needs the extra help.  He reported that most of the part-time hours historically have been worked by Gary Bubbers or Bruce Muenkel.  Mr. Muenkel recently retired.  He reviewed some of their past experience with the Council and recommended them for appointment to the part-time officer’s roster.  He said they would shadow full-time police officers for approximately two weeks. Following further, brief discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Morey, seconded by Member Standish, to appoint Jessica Lewis and Chad Heuser to the part-time police officer roster.  Members voting in favor: Morey, Fisch, Vick and Standish.  Opposed: Klug.  The motion was declared carried.

C.
COMMUNICATIONS


1.
Letter, Sheriff’s Office, dated 10-17-05, SUBJ: Proposed Jail.



2.
Letter, Chamber, dated 10-12-05, SUBJ: Lunch Meeting, STH 44 & 76.

3.
Letter, SEMCAC (Survey), 9-30-05.

OLD BUSINESS
A.
REIMBURSEMENT RESOLUTION: A motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Vick, for the City to reimbursement it’s self for the costs of the police car and apparatus which was approve at the past Council Meeting of October 10, 2005.  Such reimbursement would most probably take the form of a Certificate of Indebtedness.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
NEW BUSINESS

A.
INTERNET POSTING OF ORDINANCES: Clerk Nelson reviewed a letter from American Legal Publishing, the company which re-codified the City’s ordinances, proposing to put the ordinances on the internet which a link from the City webpage for a fee of $195 for the first year.  Clerk Nelson informed the Council that there are certain ordinances which should be updated and recommended that revisions be made before posting to the internet.  Following brief discussion, the Council opted to take no action on the request from American Legal Publishing.  

B.
SEMDC CONTRACT: The Council reviewed a proposed renewal of contract with the Southeast Minnesota Development Corporation for the position occupied by Joyce Iverson, Economic Development Director.  The contracted service was proposed to increase by a rate of $1.00 per hour for calendar year 2006 from the present $29 per hour to $30 per hour with the extended total fee for 2006 based on a 20 hour work week being $31,200.  Following brief discussion, the Council tabled the contract until review of the 2006 budget.  
C.
LICENSE RENEWAL – EITZEN STATE BANK: Following brief review of a letter from the Minnesota Department of Commerce, asking for Council approval on renewal of the currency exchange license for 2006 for Eitzen State Bank, such motion was made by Member Standish and seconded by Member Klug, whereupon all members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

D.
PRESS BOX – FOOTBALL FIELD: Clerk Nelson informed the Council that Mike Gerardy recommended the press box for the football field, outside the center field baseball fence, be dismantled because of excessive deterioration and safety concerns for those who may occupy it.  Following brief discussion, the Council approved by general consensus to dismantle the press box.  

CLERK’S REPORT
A.
BUDGET PREPARATION: Enclosed with the Agenda was a memorandum to city staff asking for their input in preparation of the 2006 Draft Budget.  Clerk Nelson informed the Council, that upon receipt of this information from the departments, he would proceed to draft the initial 2006 Budget for presentation to the Council.

B.
ELECTRIC METER TAMPERING: Clerk Nelson reported that it recently came to the City’s attention that a resident, who had the electric meter disconnected for nonpayment, attempted to establish a direct connection, causing some minor damage to the meter socket.  The Clerk’s Office and Electric Department staff are conferring with Chief Shefelbine to have charges filed for tampering with a public utility service.

C.
LAWSUITS: Clerk Nelson reported that the City is completing interrogatories at the request of its attorney.  Those interrogatories are to be submitted to the attorney’s representing Steiger Construction Company.  Depositions of City Staff are being scheduled by the attorney representing William Gordon.  In another matter, City Attorney Timothy Murphy is preparing legal forms for pursuing payment from the owners of American Plumbing Company stemming from the arbitration award in 2001.  

D.
RESPONSE TO 911 EMERGENCY CALLS: Clerk Nelson distributed a letter to the Council for review.  This letter was intended to be sent to all Emergency Service Personal, encouraging them to respond in a safe, appropriate manner to 911 calls.  Following review of the letter, the Council concurred with its content by general consensus.  

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Member Klug and seconded by Member Vick.  All members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 9:42 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Monday, November 14, 2005, in the Council Room, City Hall.
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Michael J. Morey, Mayor

_____________________________________

Robert L. Nelson
City Clerk – Administrator
