Regular Meeting, Monday, April 25, 2005, continued...


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, April 25, 2005
CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish.  Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Michael Gerardy, Roger Schmitz and Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: Mr. and Mrs. Archie Hartson, Jason Marquardt, David Augedahl, Troy Winjum, Mathias Harter, Ben Klankowski, Ann Emery, Miles Harter and Jane Palen, reporter.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Following brief review, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Fisch, to approve the Consent Agenda items, listed below. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
A.
MINUTES OF PAST MEETINGS: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Monday, April 11, and Special Meetings held Thursday, April 14 and Wednesday, April 20, 2005, as presented. 
VISITORS AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
ADMINISTRATOR COORDINATOR ISSUES


1.
ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT TRUCK: Michael Gerardy, Administrative 
Coordinator, and Roger Schmitz, City Electrician, reviewed a proposal to purchase a new 
truck for the Electric Department having an estimated cost of approximately $134,000 
with a few items yet to be quoted and confirmed for installation on the vehicle.  Mr. 
Schmitz reported that the Electric Department would be able to accomplish work with 
this vehicle that presently owned equipment does not permit.  Mr. Gerardy informed the 
Council that the estimated cost is being sought threw the State Bid Program which ends 
April 30, 2005.  He recommended the Council grant authorization this evening so that the 
order could be confirmed for current prices under the State Bid Program as opposed to 
the new pricing list which will follow in the May or bidding on the open market.  
Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Mayor Morey, 
to authorize purchase of the Electric Department truck for an amount up to and including 
$145,000. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.


2.
ZONING APPLICATION – CALEDONIA LUMBER COMPANY: Mr. Gerardy 
reviewed the Zoning Application, submitted by Caledonia Lumber Company, proposing 
to construct a new residence with attached garage at 603 East Grove Street, requiring 
setback variances of 12’ on the south (front) property line, 10’ on the west (front) 
property line and a setback variance of 12’ on the east (rear) property line.  Following 
discussion, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Standish, to 
approve the Zoning Application and grant the stated variances.  All members voted in 
favor and the motion was declared carried. 

3.
ZONING APPLICATION – HARTSON: Mr. Gerardy reviewed a Zoning 
Application, submitted by Archie and Cindy Hartson, 414 South Pine Street, proposing to 
remove an old porch and replace it with a deck at the front of the existing residence.  The 
deck would be approximately 23’ from the front yard property line, requiring a 7’ setback 
variance.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by 
Member Klug, to approve the Zoning Application and grant the stated variance.  All 
members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.


4.
ZONING APPLICATION – WINJUM: Mr. Gerardy reviewed a Zoning 
Application submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Troy Winjum, 317 North Badger Street, 
proposing to construct an 8’ x 28’ porch on the front of their home to be located 
approximately 18’ from the front property line, requiring a 12’ setback variance in 
addition to a 1’ setback variance on the south (side) property line.  Following discussion, 
a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Standish, to approve the 
Zoning Application and grant the stated variances.  All members voted in favor and the 
motion was declared carried.


5.
AUDITORIUM BALCONY ENCLOSURE FOR STORAGE: Mr. Gerardy 
reviewed Addendum #6, being a proposal from Moe Fencing, Inc. for installation of 
fencing material, being chain link, on the balcony railing at the Auditorium to seal off 
either a portion of the balcony or the entire balcony with the lesser amount of work 
quoted at $1,769 and the greater amount at $2,858.  Comment was made that this work 
was being done at the request of Caledonia Founders Days to provide a secure storage 
area for their equipment.  Acknowledgment was made that the City may utilize a portion 
of the protected space for its property.  Following discussion, a motion was made by 
Member Standish, seconded by Member Vick, to approve installation of the fencing 
material for security across the entire length of the balcony for the quoted price of 
$2,858. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. 

6.
STREET MAINTENANCE – CRACK FILL PROJECT: At this time sealed bids 
were opened for the 2005 Crack Fill Work. Bids received were as follow.



Scott Construction


$ 0.899 per pound




B & D Seal Coating


$ 0.94 per pound




ASTECH Corporation


$ 0.95 per pound




Daffinson, Inc.


$ 0.978 per pound




Bargen, Inc.



$ 1.029 per pound




Bergman Companies, Inc.

$ 1.04 per pound

Following review and discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by 
Member Vick, to award the work to Scott Construction for the apparent low bid of $.899 
per pound with the quantity of work authorized up to 15,000 lbs.  All members voted in 
favor and the motion was declared carried.


7.
2004 SEAL COAT PROJECT REPAIRS: Mr. Gerardy informed the Council that 
Fred Carlson Company will be returning to Caledonia at the end of June or early July to 
repair defective areas of the 2004 Seal Coat Project.


8.
AUDITORIUM / CITY HALL ROOF REPAIRS: Mr. Gerardy reported that an 
estimate had been optioned for patching apparent holes in the roofs on the City 
Auditorium and City Hall.  This estimate was requested because of water leaks on the 
floor of the Auditorium and staining of the ceiling in the City Hall entry.  Mr. Gerardy 
informed the Council that the quote for leaks to the Auditorium was $690 and for the City 
Hall $900 for a total of $1, 590 to do both buildings.  Following brief discussion, a 
motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Klug, to accept the quote for 
spot repairs at the bid amounts for a total of $1,590.  All members voted in favor and the 
motion was declared carried.


9.
WEST WASHINGTON STREET SEWER PROJECT: Mr. Gerardy reported that 
the one block area of West Washington Street is approximately ½ done with regard to the 
installation of sanitary sewer main.

B.
GARBAGE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION: Member Vick reported on the meeting between Richard’s Sanitary Service and Council Committee at which Mathias Harter was present.  From information reviewed, the Committee believed that garbage and recyclable fees for the City Of Caledonia were within a competitive range of other nearby municipalities and recommended renegotiating the contract with Richard Skauge rather than conduct a bidding process.  During discussion, an interest was expressed in knowing what the negotiated settlement would be in the near future such that if successful negotiations for new contract collection rates were impossible to achieve, there would still be time available for bidding the work.  Following discussion, the Council by general consensus agreed that Mr. Skauge should submit rates for the next contract period for review by the Council at the next regular meeting to be held May 9.  At that time, Mr. Marquardt and the Council Committee scheduled another Committee Meeting for May 2 at 5:00 p.m.

C.
HOUSTON COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTION: Ben Klankowski, representing the Houston County Agricultural Society / Houston County Fairboard, presented a Zoning Application for a new handicapped restroom with showers to be constructed near the center of the fairgrounds area.  The nearest city street is approximately 120 feet from the location of the proposed building.  Mr. Klankowski reported that the plans had been submitted to the State of Minnesota for approval of the plumbing work.  Mr. Klankowski also requested the City consider making a contribution toward the cost of the new restrooms.  His explicit request was to consider the fairgrounds area for a special, reduced rate for utilities.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Morey, seconded by Member Standish, to approve the Zoning Application for addition of the handicapped restroom and shower building.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.  The Council commented that it would give consideration to some type of contribution.

D.
FAIRGROUNDS SEPTIC TANK: Mr. Klankowski further requested authorization to install a septic tank for certain buildings at the fairgrounds which would primarily be installed to accept waste from people camping at the fairgrounds during events.  The sewage would be periodically and pumped and hauled to an authorized location for disposal and treatment.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Klug, to authorize the installation of the proposed septic tank.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
E.
COMMUNICATIONS


1.
LMC Friday Fax, 4-15-05




2.
LMC Friday Fax, 4-22-05

OLD BUSINESS

A.
ORDINANCE – RECREATIONAL VEHICLES


1.
PUBLICATION OF ABBREVIATED OUTLINE: Clerk Nelson requested the 
Council review Addendum #9, being an abbreviated outline of Ordinance #215 which 
was adopted at the previous Council Meeting held April 11.  Nelson requested 
authorization to publish the abbreviated outline, informing the Council that they must 
make a determination the content was sufficient for residents to generally understand the 
content of the full ordinance and authorize the abbreviated publication by a 4/5 majority 
vote.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member 
Fisch, to authorize publication of the abbreviated outline for Ordinance #215 on 
Recreational Vehicles.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.


2.
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PERMIT FEE: Clerk Nelson reported that he and 
Police Chief Randy Shefelbine had discussed an appropriate annual permit fee for 
recreational vehicles and golf carts and recommended a fee of $10.  Following brief 
discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Klug, to 
adopt a $10 annual permit fee for recreational vehicles and golf carts and to acquire some 
style or form of sticker to be applied to the machines, indicating they are properly 
licensed for the current year.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared 
carried.


3.
REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO USE GOLF CART: Clerk Nelson 
reported that Linda Conway, 521 Honeysuckle Lane, requested authorization to operate a 
golf cart about the City for a handicapping condition.  Nelson recommended approval 
provided that Ms. Conway provided documentation of the condition, pay the annual fee 
and document insurance coverage as well as meet other ordinance criteria. Following 
brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Vick, to 
approve the request of Linda Conway to utilize a golf cart for travel about the City as 
prescribed by City regulations.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared 
carried. 
NEW BUSINESS

A.
AMBULANCE ATTENDANT TRAINING REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT: Clerk Nelson reported that Robert Augedahl, Director, requests the Council authorize reimbursement to each of three ambulance attendants who recently took Continuing Education Training as EMT’s.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Vick, to reimburse Nicole DeWall and Norene Schwirtz $75 and Mary Betz $60 according to the fees paid for the course.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
B.
ATHLETIC FIELD WAGES: Clerk Nelson explained the status of staffing for the 2005 recreational season.  To date it has been difficult to acquire coaching staff with any degree of certainty.  Nelson reported that the recommended staffing this year consists of a manager in charge of overall governance of boys and girls programs with a head girls coach and head boys coach, recommending wages of $10.60 per hour for the manager and $8.00 per hour for each of the head coaches.   Nelson reported the City had established a starting wage of $5.65 for lifeguards in 1999, but left the starting wage of coaches at $5.15 per hour, the minimum wage.  He recommended the starting wage for coaches be the same as for lifeguards.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Vick, to approve the recommended positions and wages for each and to authorize a starting for coaches of $5.65 per hour.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
C.
RESIGNATION – BRUCE MUENKEL: Clerk Nelson presented a letter of resignation from Police Officer Bruce Muenkel with an effective date of May 1, 2005.  A motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Vick, to accept the letter of resignation and directed that a thank – you letter for his past employment be sent to Mr. Muenkel.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. 

CLERK’S REPORT

A.
FENCE DAMAGE: Clerk Nelson informed the Council that a quote from Moe Fencing, Inc. in the amount of $692 had been received for repairs to the athletic field fence along the first base line.  The fence was damaged when a car jumped the curb and ran down the embankment, striking the fence, repeatedly. The City would have the fence repaired and submit this quoted amount to the insurance company of the vehicle driver / owner.

B.
 SCHOOL CROSSING SIGN: Regarding the request of staff at St. Mary’s School to have a school crossing sign erected on the west side of the intersection of Pine Street and South Street, Nelson informed the Council that Mike Gerardy had reviewed the Uniform Manual on Traffic Control Devices, finding a recommendation against using a school crossing sign in conjunction with a stop sign at the intersection of the crossing. Because of that restriction, Michael Gerardy, Administrative Coordinator, had not had a school crossing installed.
C.
ARTS GRANT: Enclosed with the Agenda for information only was a copy of the final report of the Arts Grant for the Scottish Heritage Dinner, prepared by Kermit McRae.  The dinner was held March 19.

D.
SAFETY AND LOSS CONTROL MEETING: Clerk Nelson informed the Council that on Tuesday, April 26, Chief Shefelbine, Tony Klug, Michael Gerardy and himself would be attending the League of Minnesota Cities Annual Safety and Loss Control Seminar at Rochester.

E.
MEETING WITH MIKE DAVY: Clerk Nelson asked to see Mayor Morey and Member Fisch after the meeting to schedule a tentative time and date when they would be available to meet with Michael Davy, Davy Engineering Company, relating to the investigation of storm water control around West Main Street.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
A.
CUSTODIAL POSITION: Mayor Morey reported that he had contacted Service Master about rates charged for cleaning.  He was quoted a rate of $16 - $18 per hour from the time the staff would leave LaCrosse and return to the LaCrosse Office.  Clerk Nelson commented that cleaning alone would not satisfy all the requirements of a custodial position since the custodian typically cares for the maintenance and operation of the heating system and performs miscellaneous services such as setting up chairs for Auditorium events, and the like.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Mayor Morey, to advertise for a full-time Custodial position with benefits according to the City Employee Association Labor Agreement.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

B.
LENGTH OF COUNCIL MEETINGS: Member Standish contended that long, late evening council meetings are not conducive to forming good judgments.  A motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Vick, that all future council meetings shall be adjourned or recessed by 10:00 p.m. unless the Mayor and Clerk estimate that all business can be concluded by 10:30 with a recommended trial basis for the months of May, June and July.  Members voting in favor: Standish and Vick.  Opposed: Morey, Fisch and Klug.  The motion was declared failed.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Mayor Morey and seconded by Member Fisch.  All members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 9:16 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Monday, May 9, 2005, in the Council Room, City Hall.








____________________________________








Michael J. Morey, Mayor

_______________________________________

Robert L. Nelson
City Clerk - Administrator
