Regular Meeting, Monday, May 23, 2005, continued...


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, May 23, 2005
CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish.  Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Tony Klug, Randy Shefelbine, Michael Gavin and Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: David Olsen and Jane Palen, reporter.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Following brief discussion, a motion to approve the consent agenda items was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Vick. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
A.
MINUTES OF PAST MEETINGS: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Monday, May 9, 2005, with a correction to the visitor name “Peggy” Eggert to be changed to “Patricia” Eggert. 
B.
LEASE AGREEMENT – STATE OF MINNESOTA: To acknowledge and accept the Lease Agreement Extension for the Motorcycle Skill Test Course on McKinley Street and Marshall Streets to July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2007.  

C.
LMC TRAINING SESSION: To authorize Clerk Nelson and any Council Members to attend the LMC Training Session on June 16 for a registration fee of $25 per person per session.  

D.
MMUA SEMINAR: To authorize Tim Evans, Assistant City Electrician, to attend a pole climbing class, June 7 – 9, 2005, at Marshfield, MN, for a registration fee of $350 and reimbursement of expenses including mileage, hotel and meal costs.
VISITORS AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
CONTESTED UTILITY BILL – DVORAKS: While Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Dvorak was unable to attend the meeting Tony Klug demonstrated the operation of a water meter to the City Council, showing the operation of the multiple cogs in the interior of the meter.  The Dvorak’s are contesting the quantity of water measured by the meter reading at 803 South Pine Street over the period from October 2004 through February 2005.  This item will be tabled to the next Regular Meeting since Dvorak’s were unable to attend.

B.
POLICE DEPARTMENT


1.
EQUIPMENT PURCHASE: Police Chief Randy Shefelbine recommended the 
purchase of a used radar system for each of the squad cars, with an estimated cost of $990 
each.  Chief Shefelbine reported that the two radar units are in excellent condition and the 
offer is approximately 1/3 the price of a new unit.  Units, presently in the city police cars, 
are outdated and replacement parts are unavailable. Following discussion, a motion was 
made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Fisch, to authorize the purchase of the 
two used radar units at an approximate cost of $990 each with the funds to be taken from 
the forfeiture monies of $10,000 acquired by the Police Department four or five years 
ago.  Should there be insufficient funds remaining in the forfeiture monies, up to $500 of 
general fund monies maybe used for the purchase.  All members voted in favor and the 
motion was declared carried.

2.
DOG ISSUE – SOUTH WINNEBAGO STREET: Chief Shefelbine and Mike 
Gavin, Animal Control Officer, discussed the contacts made with Gary Sand, 714 South 
Winnebago Street, with the most recent exchange being that two of the four hounds 
owned by Mr. Sand must be removed from the property on or before 12 noon on 
Wednesday, May 25.  The remaining two adult dogs shall have a 3 day trial period such 
that should a complaint be made before noon on Saturday, May 28, they will also be 
taken into custody until a home maybe found for them outside the city limits.  Should no 
complaints be received, the city would then treat them as any other dogs thereafter.  This 
proposal was made in to a motion by Member Klug and seconded by Member Standish.  
Members voting in favor: Morey, Fisch, Klug and Standish.  Opposed: Vick.  The motion 
was declared carried. 


3.
SQUAD CAR: Chief Shefelbine asked if the budget for 2005 had included the 
purchase of a new squad car.  Clerk Nelson responded that a squad car had been included 
in the budget for an amount of $25,400.  The Council then agreed by general consensus 
that Chief Shefelbine could solicit bids for a new squad car.
C.
POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOG: Mike Gavin, Animal Control Officer, reported 
that a black lab, belonging to Randy Rose, 318 North First Street, had been reported on a 
number of occasions behaving aggressively towards passerbies. On May 5, 2005, Mr. 
Rose was sited for his dog running at large.  Mr. Gavin reported that on one occasion, the 
black lab had attacked a dog and grabbed it by the head while it was being led past the 
house by its owner who was holding it on a leash.  Chief Shefelbine commented that 
police officers have been called to that residence on a number of occasions because of the 
dog and had been attacked by the black lab.  Following discussion, a motion was made by 
Member Fisch, seconded by Mayor Morey, to label the black lab a potentially dangerous 
dog with instructions to Mr. Rose to abide by the mandates of the ordinance for such 
dogs.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.  

D.
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER ISSUES: 


1.
PREVENTATIVE RABIES VACCINATION: Mr. Gavin discussed the 

preventative rabies vaccination, given to many Animal Control Officers throughout the 
state.  He reported hearing of the vaccination at a recent seminar he attended in Duluth.  
He reported that the vaccination is given in a series of initial shots and may require 
booster shots in future years.  The cost was estimated at between $500 and $750.  
Member Vick presented a document from the internet describing the preventative rabies 
vaccination and stating that the series is given in three doses being day 0, then day 7, then 
either day 21 or 28.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, 
seconded by Member Vick, to authorize Mr. Gavin to receive the preventative 
vaccination for rabies.  Members voting in favor: Morey, Fisch, Klug and Standish.  
Opposed: Vick.  The motion was declared carried.

2.
ANIMAL CONTROL EQUIPMENT: Mr. Gavin asked for authorization to 
purchase a camcorder.  He reported that most animal control officers at the recent 
seminar used a camcorder for documentation of complaints against animals or against 
maltreatment of animals.  Following discussion, a motion was motion was made by 
Member Fisch, seconded by Member Standish, to authorize purchase of a camcorder for 
an amount up to $300.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

E.
ZONING APPLICATION – RICHARD SKAUGE: Clerk Nelson reported that Mike Gerardy, Zoning Administrator, recommended approval of the Zoning Application submitted by Richard Skauge, dba Richard’s Sanitation, proposing to construct a 51’ x 81’ recycling building at the location of 162 Bissen Street.  There are no variances required, but the Zoning Administrator is not authorized to grant permits for other than single family dwelling units.  A motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Klug, to approve the application and authorize a Zoning Permit.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

F.
NUISANCE COMPLAINT: David Olson, 808 East South Street, requested that the Council take action to eliminate the exterior storage, including garbage, at the residents of Royce Tewes, 803 East South Street.  Following brief discussion, the Council directed Clerk Nelson to issue a notice by Friday, May 27.

G.
COMMUNICATIONS

1.
Ltr, Caledonia Founder’s Days, Parade.  

2.
Ltr, 5-6-05, SE MN Initiative Fund, Community Dialogue.  

3.
LMC, FridayFax, 5-13-05.  


4.
LMC, FridayFax, 5-20-05.

OLD BUSINESS

A.
SANITARY SEWER REHAB PROJECT: Clerk Nelson presented Partial Payment request #6 for completed work and partial release of retained funds in the amount of $84,932.13 for the Sanitary Sewer Rehab Project done by Badger Environmental and Earthworks, Inc.  Nelson reported that Davy Engineering Company recommended this payment amount.  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Klug, to authorize payment of Partial Estimate #6 to Badger Environmental in the amount of $84,932.13.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
NEW BUSINESS

A.
COMMITTEE REPORTS / COMMENTS:


1.
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – CUSTODIAN POSITION: Mayor Morey 
reported that he and Member Fisch had reviewed the Employment Applications and were 
intending to select approximately five or six candidates to interview on Tuesday, May 31 
with the possibility that a Special Meeting would be called on Monday, June 6 to make a 
recommendation for appointment to the full council.  

B.
DONATION: Clerk Nelson reported that the Economic Development Authority members recommended, at its May 11 meeting, awarding a $500 contribution to the Southeast Minnesota Initiative Foundation to aide its efforts in Economic Development in Houston County.  Following brief discussion, no motions were made by the Council.
C.
EAST SIDE LIFT STATION REHAB: Clerk Nelson reported that the requested quotes for rehabilitation of the East Side Lift Station had not been received at this time.

D.
LIQUOR STORE STAFFING: Clerk Nelson reported that Patty Gavin, Manager, was employment applications for a new part-time clerk, but she was not prepared at this time to make a recommendation.

E.
LMC REGIONAL MEETING: Clerk Nelson requested authorization for up to 3 staff persons with an invitation also to any council members who may wish to attend an LMC Regional Meeting at Lanesboro on July 21, for a fee of $35 each.  A motion was made by Mayor Morey, seconded by Member Fisch, to authorize any Council Members and up to 3 City Staff persons to attend the meeting for the registration fee of $35 each.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. 

F.
ZONING APPLICATION – PETERSON: Clerk Nelson introduced a Zoning Application submitted by Kurt Peterson, 1020 East Caledonia Street, proposing to install a fence approximately 1’ from the west property line.  Mr. Peterson intended to install the fence at approximately 2’ – 2 ½’ from the property line, but upon calling in a locate for underground utilities, it was discovered that utilities are underground at that location.  Mr. Peterson then acquired a signed statement the adjoining property owner saying that he had no objection to a fence being placed 1’ from the property line. Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Fisch, to approve the Zoning Application for installation of a fence 1’ from the property line, understanding the obstruction caused by the underground utilities.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

G.
INSURANCE COVERAGE: Clerk Nelson reported that Tom Danielson, Danielson Insurance Agency, informed him that the City had not requested property insurance coverage for the “Earthwalker” Sign in the North Park.  The City has insured “Caledonia” Signs both at the North Park and South end of the city.  The “Earthwalker” Sign is valued at $6,000 and insurance for property in the open is approximately $1 per $100 so that the insurance cost would roughly $60 per year.  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Vick, seconded by Member Klug, to obtain property insurance for the “Earthwalker” Sign.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
H.
SUNNYSIDE ESTATES DRAINAGE DITCH EROSION: Member Klug reported that he had received a complaint from an adjoining property owner that the drainage ditch in the Sunnyveiw Estates Addition was eroding in such manner that holes were appearing in the surface of the ground.  Clerk Nelson informed the Council that this condition had re-asserted itself repeatedly and that the street department had on numerous occasions repaired the holes.  Nelson thought that some of the more recent repairs had been by pouring concrete over the exposed holes, then covering that with dirt.  Following discussion, the Council directed that the holes should be repaired by whatever means are necessary.
I.
PROBATIONARY PERIOD – ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR: Mayor Morey, reporting that he is planning a vacation suggested that the probationary period of Michael Gerardy in the position of Administrative Coordinator be extended for a period of 60 days to provide ample time for the Personnel Committee (Morey and Fisch) to discuss the position with him and inquire of his assessment of the position and how it may need to be altered, if necessary, in the future.  

CLERK’S REPORT

A.
SE MN LEAGUE MEETING: Clerk Nelson announced the Annual Meeting of the Southeaster Minnesota League of Municipalities (SMLM) is being hosted by Red Wing on July 14, 2005.  The City is offering daytime tours.  The actual meeting begins at 6:00 p.m. with social hour and dinner, with the meeting scheduled at 7:00 p.m.  Cost is $15 per person (plus $5 for the Red Wing tour). Nelson requested any Council Members wishing to attend to contact him to make reservations.
B.
EMPLOYEE TIME REPORT: Enclosed with the Agenda was the Employee Time Report for pay period April 25 – May 8, 2005.  
C.
BUILDING PERMITS / BUILDING INSPECTOR:  Enclosed with the Agenda was a letter from Ann Thompson, Houston County Commissioner and a response by Clerk Nelson, the letter suggested that their was interest in hiring a Building Inspector for Houston County which could be shared with the municipalities, provided there was a cost share for wages and benefits.  The County intends to schedule a meeting to discuss the issue.  Member Fisch requested that Clerk Nelson obtain information from the City of LaCresent who has a Building Inspector and enforces the State Uniform Building Code on the rates and fees for construction of structures on residential or commercial properties.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Mayor Morey and seconded by Member Fisch.  All members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 9:48 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Monday, June 13, 2005, in the Council Room, City Hall.








____________________________________








Michael J. Morey, Mayor

_______________________________________

Robert L. Nelson
City Clerk – Administrator
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, June 6, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish.  Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Tony Klug and Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: None.

BUSINESS ITEMS

A.
EAST SIDE LIFT STATION REHAB: Tony Klug reviewed the bids received for the Rehab Project.  Electric Pump bid $26,070.  Braun Pump bid $27,506.90 with a 10% deduct (2,750.69) for a net bid of $24,756.21. Braun Pumps bid, however, did not include freight charges.  Mr. Klug explained to the Council that the East Side Lift Station had last been rehabilitated in 1980 with an estimated life expectancy of 10 – 15 years.  Over recent years, Mr. Klug has done a number of repairs to the lift station and noted that many pieces of equipment are becoming badly worn.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Vick, to award the work to the apparent low bid of Braun Pump in the amount of $24,756.21, provided that Mr. Klug inquire about the freight expense to assure that the bid price plus freight expense did not exceed the bid of Electric Pump, the intent being to award the work to the low bidder.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
B.
FIRE HYDRANT PAINTING: Mr. Klug recommended that the Athletic Field Coaches, who will not be assigned full-time work, make-up a 40 hour week by painting fire hydrants through-out the City.  Member Fisch inquired as to whether or not a youth could be hired who was not a coach.  Mayor Morey recommended that the City investigate the possibility that the Sentence to Serve persons be acquired to do the work at no cost.  Following discussion, Mayor Morey said he would contact Craig Welsh to obtain information on the Sentence to Serve persons during the fire hydrant painting.
C.
LIBRARY STAFFING: Upon examination of the letter submitted by Marla Burns, requesting the Council to appoint Sherry White to fill in for Eileen Jacobson while Eileen is on personal leave of absence due to her husband’s illness, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Mayor Morey, to appoint Sherry White as an Assistant Librarian during the absence of Eileen Jacobson at a rate of $7.50 per hour.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

D.
LIQUOR STORE STAFFING: Clerk Nelson reported that Patty Gavin, Manager, recommended the appointed of Lawrence Salm as a Liquor Store Retail Clerk.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Morey, seconded by Member Fisch, to appoint Lawrence Salm as a Liquor Store Retail Clerk effective immediately, with a beginning rate of $6.50 to $7.75 after a three month probationary period.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. 
E.
ZONING APPLICATION – STANDISH: Robert Standish, 1017 Sunrise Lane and property owner Mike Rogich, 1004 East Washington Street, submitted a joint application to construct an 18’ x 20’ carport on the parking stall allotted to Mr. Standish with the carport being located approximately 195’ from the south right of way line of East Washington Street.  This parcel of land is within the East Side Mobile Home Court.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Mayor Morey, to approve the joint request of Robert Standish, tenant and Mike Rogich, owner, to install the 18’ x 20’ carport as illustrated.  Members voting in favor: Morey, Fisch, Vick and Klug.  Opposed: None. Abstaining: Standish.

F.
STAFFING – CUSTODIAL POSITION: Mayor Morey reported on the interviews conducted on May 31 and reviewed the interviewing committees’ assessments of the applicants past work histories, responses to questions and personality.  After evaluating the six applicants, the committee chose to recommend the appointment of Myron Kinneberg, 606 North Hokah Street, to the Custodial Position.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Mayor Morey, to appoint Myron Kinneberg to the Custodial Position at a starting wage of $12.00 and a probationary period to continue through December 31, 2005.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.  (The Council is aware that Mr. Kinneberg must give a two week notice of registration to his current employer).
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Member Standish and seconded by Member Fisch.  All members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 7:45 p.m.








____________________________________








Michael J. Morey, Mayor

________________________________________

Robert L. Nelson
City Clerk - Administrator
